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March 2009 must have been an especially hectic one for Chi-
na’s hepatologists. Even as The Chinese Society of Hepatology 
was busy launching a major initiative to uncover reasons be-
hind high levels of treatment non-compliance in the hepatitis 
B (HBV) patient community, two separate hepatitis C  (HCV) 
contamination scandals involving blood transfusions and he-
modialysis centers were made public. China has the world’s 
largest numbers of patients with chronic viral hepatitis (both 
B and C). While the two causative agents are entirely differ-

ent viral entities (one a partially doubled-stranded (DNA) 
hepadnavirus, the other an RNA Flavivirus), both share 
long-term sequelae in common, most notably cirrhosis 
and hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC), that place a signifi-
cant disease burden on the Chinese population. GBI ex-
amines the hepatitis B and C markets in China, including 
the new classes of small molecule drugs, and considers the 
current and future landscape for these treatments. 
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