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The past year has been a particularly eventful one for pre-
clinical contract research organizations (CROs) in China. An 
area that had been slow to develop compared to other CRO 
service offerings, the preclinical contract research space has 
witnessed a rapid increase in the scale and quality of services 
offered. What was once only a handful of local government 
and/or academic animal labs has developed into a growing sec-
tor comprised of multiple domestic and multinational players 

pursuing a variety of business and partnership models. 
As shrinking biotechnology research budgets and big 
pharma mergers curb demand, at least in the short term, 
for outsourcing preclinical services, the sector may be in 
store for lean times. GBI takes a look at the current sta-
tus of CROs in China offering preclinical animal testing, 
and considers some possible winners and losers that will 
emerge from the challenging period going forward.
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